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Acting Chief, Economic Research Area, ORR ‘ 7 December 19359
Chief, Indusirisl Division, ORR

Topics for Puture Discussion or Consideration by the
Watlonal Security Council

REF. : Memo from Specisl Assistant to the President, dated
3 December 1959

1. The current end projected program for National Intelli-
gence Estimates will probebly supply the besis for problems
deserving NSC considerations. To date some of the problems
raised in these estimates may not have been given the systematic
conslderations they deserve - at least, these considerations
have not been discernible in policy statements nor effective
aedministrative action.

2. Three of vitel problems concerning our position
vis-s-vis the Soviet Bloc deserve systemstic study, then
policy decislons and edministrative implementation; they are:

a. The repld economic growth of the USSR: What are
the plens, policy statements and administrative sctions
which the US should mske to foester higher rates of
economic growth?

. The rapid incresse in Soviet sllocations to
reseerch and development - primsrily militery - even
at the expense of conventional weapon procurement :
What oblectives, scale of action end administrative
organization should we develop to inswre the US
against highly significant Soviet breskthrough vhich
could put the USSR in a commanding position in the
world?

c. A comprehensive US policy on dissrmament: On
the basis of s systemastic study of the residusl military
needs, economic consequences and political objectives
of a US policy on the subject, what is the proper US
policy for dissrmament and means for stizining sssured
compliance from ell netlons? What are the econcmic
congeguences of such a policy on the US, the free world,
and the Soviet Bloc? Will disermament by the grest
powers simply raise the relaetive mllitary stature of
the lesser powers?
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SURJECT: Toplcs for Future Discussion or Consideration by the
National Security Council

3. These problems have certainly been considered in the
past, but it appears that they have not bsen given systematic
study and sufficient time to formulate comprehensive policles
nor hes decisive sdministretive actions besed on an under~
standing of all the consequences been talen,
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T Decenber 1959

SERVICES DIVISION SUGGESTIONS FOR NSC CONSIDERATION

1. Expsnsion of Commmist-World trede and long-term credits
among less developed nations, especielly Africa and Latin Averics.

2. Develppments in SinoeSoviet militexyy, political, and
economic relations.

3+ dHoviet Bloe dévelopment of elvil defense programs and
plans.

4, gstatus of Commmist Chinese nuclear development.
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